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NOTE: This is still a draft document, subject to major review and revision. In fact,
at this writing, there are major sections still not yet written. Please check back
from time to time to see how it grows and changes.
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Quick Start Guide
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Lecture O: What You Need To Know Before Starting

Stone Carving Is Slow - You Need Patience And Time
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Carving Stone Takes Physical Effort
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Carving Is A Subtractive Rather Than Additive Process

.GBAS8 64EI<A: <F 4 FH5GE46G<18 CEB68FF 4A7 98J E847?<M8 ;BJ @H6; G;<F |
A88787 GB JBE> <A G;8 @87 <H@6B@C4E<FBA <BXUZ7&ALIF6H?CGHES8 <F GBI
F@4?? BE 9BE@87 <A6BEE86G?L <G <F CBFF<5?8 GB F<@GALAA;892BE8 67?4
E8@BI4? B9 FGBA8 <F CE8GGL @H6; 4 CBE@4A8AG G;<A: C8BC?8 FB@8G<@
64HG<BHF <A G;8<EGBE>418A G C<6>87 4 9BE@ BE 7BA G ;418 4 78F<:A F87?
@4L 58 ;8F<G4AG GB E8@BI8 FGBAS8 4G 47?7

/;8 BA?L ES8@87L J8 >ABJ B9 9BE G;HG<FEHEJIOBKB+EH4EI87 4 98J C<868F 7818
4 F8B8AF8 B9 J;8A GB :B 84FL J<G; G;8 ;4@@8E 4A7 6;<F87? GB 41B<7 E8@BI<A
9BE 8K4@C8*&EB8C4E87 GB @4>8 4 98J @<FG4>8F C4EG<6H?4E?L BA LBHE ¢
J,;<?8 LBH E8 7818?BC<A: 4 9?7H8AG6L J<G; FGBAS

Three Dimensional Thinking Is Required
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Stone Is Messy - You'll Need A Place To Work Where Dust & Slop
Don't Matter
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Lecture 1: Shaping
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Choose an abstract design
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How to pick a stone
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Protection you need: glasses, gloves, dust mask
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Basic tools to get: hammer, chisels, sandbags, files (aka rasps or
rifflers), and maybe a saw
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Resources: Briefly, where to buy this stuff
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How to use the hammer and chisels
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Special considerations for hammer and chisel

What is a stone bruise?
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Keeping your stone steady
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Special Considerations While Sanding
A Big Scratch Appeared Out Of Nowhere!
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F J<G; CB<AGF LBH 64A 9<A7 64E5<78 G<CC87 9?4G 6;<F8?F 9BE HF8 BA ;“
Special Case Use
Pitching Tool
Rondel
Gauge
Saws
Sandbags
Files (Rifflers)
Crayons

Misc

Choosing A Stone
Stone Types
Hardness

Special Concerns (toxicity and related issues)

Rough Shaping

<9 G;8 FGBA8 <F @BI<A: ?BFG 8AB8E:L
JBE> GBJ4E7F G;8 68AGS8E B9 G;8 FGBAS8 J;8A CBFF<5?8
FGBC 6HGF



Final Shaping
Polishing
Sanding

Types, grades, and sources of sandpaper and polishes.

AB887 GB 7<F6HFF 5H99<A: J;88? ;8E8 4?BA: J<G; 6;8@<64? CB?<F;<A: B9 @

Alternative Finishing Choices
Natural Surface

Other Sanding Techniques

Textured Surface (Frosting Tool, etc)
Signing Your Stone

Sealing

Wax

Alternative Sealers

Bases and Mounting

Felting
Base Shape, Size, and Material
Drilling
Pinning

[needs additional steps on selecting rod size, length. Perhaps this is done in the Drilling
section?]
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Special Considerations

Your First Piece: Consider An Abstract
Planning Your Stone: Drawings and Maquettes
Stone Bruises

Inclusions

Cracks

glues and gluing

Color and Consistency Changes

Mud & Holes In Your Stone

What To Do If Your Stone Breaks
Exhibiting your work

art shows

galleries

exhibit lighting

a list of local sculpture friendly places to exhibit
how to transport your sculpture safely

Selling Your Work

Pricing

Power Tools



Aesthetics -- How Do I Decide What To Carve?
Big vs. Small

Abstract vs. Representational

Where to find inspiration

Living with the raw rock

Google images

Sculpture sites

Static Composition vs. Movement

Resources -- Where can | get what | need?
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http://www.bangtherockstogether.com/faq/suppliers.html
http://gibsontools.com/

Safety Equipment
Education

Classes

Books

Websites

Advice

Art shows
Inspiration

Books

Movies
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