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Overview
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NOTE: This is still a draft document, subject to major review and revision. In fact,
at this writing, there are major sections still not yet written. Please check back
from time to time to see how it grows and changes.
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Feedback: We Need To Hear From You
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Quick Start Guide
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Lecture 0: What You Need To Know Before Starting

Stone Carving Is Slow - You Need Patience And Time
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Carving Stone Takes Physical Effort
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Carving Is A Subtractive Rather Than Additive Process
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Three Dimensional Thinking Is Required
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Stone Is Messy - You'll Need A Place To Work Where Dust & Slop
Don't Matter
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Lecture 1: Shaping
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Choose an abstract design
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How to pick a stone
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What kind of stone?
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How big?
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Is it a good stone?
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Protection you need: glasses, gloves, dust mask

�/�B���6�4�E�I�8���F�G�B�A�8���F�4�9�8�?�L���L�B�H���J�<�?�?���A�8�8�7���F�B�@�8���5�4�F�<�6���F�4�9�8�G�L���8�D�H�<�C�@�8�A�G���/�;�8���F�4�9�8�G�L���F�8�6�G�<�B�A���5�8�?�B�J
�:�<�I�8�F���@�B�E�8���7�8�G�4�<�?�F�	���F�B���J�8���F�H�:�:�8�F�G���E�8�4�7�<�A�:���<�G��

���G���4���@�<�A�<�@�H�@�	���F�B�@�8���>�<�A�7���B�9���8�L�8���C�E�B�G�8�6�G�<�B�A���<�F���E�8�D�H�<�E�8�7���$�9���4�?�E�8�4�7�L���J�8�4�E���:�?�4�F�F�8�F���4�A�7���L�B�H���E�8
�H�F�<�A�:���=�H�F�G���;�4�A�7���G�B�B�?�F�	���G�;�8�L���@�4�L���5�8���4�6�6�8�C�G�4�5�?�8���#�B�J�8�I�8�E�	���F�G�B�A�8���<�F���4�5�E�4�F�<�I�8���4�A�7���L�B�H���7�B�A���G
�J�4�A�G���G�B���F�6�E�4�G�6�;���L�B�H�E���?�8�A�F�8�F���J�;�8�A���L�B�H���6�?�8�4�A���L�B�H�E���C�E�8�F�6�E�<�C�G�<�B�A���:�?�4�F�F�8�F�	���F�B���6�B�A�F�<�7�8�E���F�4�9�8�G�L
�:�?�4�F�F�8�F���4�F���4�A���4�?�G�8�E�A�4�G�<�I�8���$�9���L�B�H���7�B�A���G���A�8�8�7���4���C�E�8�F�6�E�<�C�G�<�B�A�	���G�;�8�E�8���4�E�8���@�4�A�L���6�;�B�<�6�8�F���4�G���4�A�L
�;�4�E�7�J�4�E�8���F�G�B�E�8�����8���J�4�E�L���B�9���:�B�:�:�?�8�F�	���4�F���G�;�8�L���9�B�:���H�C���D�H�<�6�>�?�L���3�B�H���@�4�L���A�8�8�7���G�;�8�@���G�B���6�B�I�8�E
�L�B�H�E���C�E�8�F�6�E�<�C�G�<�B�A���6�?�4�F�F�8�F�	���G�;�B�H�:�;��

�3�B�H���@�4�L���J�4�A�G���:�?�B�I�8�F���4�F���J�8�?�?���*�A�6�8���L�B�H���I�8���5�8�8�A���6�4�E�I�<�A�:���4���J�;�<�?�8���L�B�H���?�?���7�8�I�8�?�B�C���6�4�?�?�B�H�F�8�F
�4�A�7���:�?�B�I�8�F���J�<�?�?���5�8���?�8�F�F���A�8�6�8�F�F�4�E�L�	���5�H�G���H�A�G�<�?���G�;�8�A�	���4���?�<�:�;�G�J�8�<�:�;�G���F�8�G���B�9���:�4�E�7�8�A�<�A�:���:�?�B�I�8�F���@�4�L
�5�8���4���:�B�B�7���<�7�8�4�����:�4�<�A�	���L�B�H�E���?�B�6�4�?���;�4�E�7�J�4�E�8���F�G�B�E�8���J�<�?�?���C�E�B�5�4�5�?�L���;�4�I�8���J�;�4�G���L�B�H���A�8�8�7��

�!�<�A�4�?�?�L�	���7�H�F�G���C�E�B�G�8�6�G�<�B�A���@�4�L���5�8���E�8�D�H�<�E�8�7��� �I�8�E�L�B�A�8���I�4�E�<�8�F���<�A���;�B�J���F�8�A�F�<�G�<�I�8���G�;�8�L���4�E�8���G�B���7�H�F�G�	
�5�H�G���A�B���B�A�8���A�8�8�7�F���G�B���5�E�8�4�G�;���<�G���<�A���:�8�A�8�E�4�?���$�9���L�B�H���E�8���J�B�E�>�<�A�:���B�H�G�7�B�B�E�F���<�A���4���J�8�?�?���I�8�A�G�<�?�4�G�8�7

��



�F�C�4�6�8���J�<�G�;���4���;�4�@�@�8�E���4�A�7���6�;�<�F�8�?�	���L�B�H���@�<�:�;�G���A�B�G���J�4�A�G���4���@�4�F�>���1�B�E�>�<�A�:���<�A���4�A���8�A�6�?�B�F�8�7�	
�F�@�4�?�?���F�C�4�6�8���4�A�7���9�<�?�<�A�:���I�<�:�B�E�B�H�F�?�L�	���G�;�B�H�:�;�	���<�F���@�H�6�;���@�B�E�8���?�<�>�8�?�L���G�B���E�8�D�H�<�E�8���B�A�8���/�;�8�E�8���4�E�8
�@�4�A�L���6�;�B�<�6�8�F�	���5�H�G���G�;�8���6�;�8�4�C�8�F�G���C�4�C�8�E���@�4�F�>�F���4�E�8���E�4�E�8�?�L���:�B�B�7���8�A�B�H�:�;�����B�A�F�<�7�8�E���4�A�7���)�������B�E
�)���
�
���E�4�G�8�7���@�4�F�>���4�G���4���@�<�A�<�@�H�@�	���4�A�7���F�8�8���G�;�8���F�4�9�8�G�L���F�8�6�G�<�B�A���9�B�E���4�7�7�<�G�<�B�A�4�?���6�B�@�@�8�A�G�F��

Basic tools to get: hammer, chisels, sandbags, files (aka rasps or
rifflers), and maybe a saw
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Sandbag(s)
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Hammer
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Chisels
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Resources: Briefly, where to buy this stuff
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How to use the hammer and chisels
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Special considerations for hammer and chisel

What is a stone bruise?
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Keeping your stone steady
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Carve towards the center and not towards edges
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Creating holes in stone
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Carve along cracks, not across them
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What to do if your stone breaks
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Saws
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Drawing and Writing on Stone
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Special Considerations While Shaping
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How to Strengthen a Crack In a Stone
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Voids & Pits
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Bruises & Color Changes
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Lecture 2: Polishing
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Special Considerations While Sanding

A Big Scratch Appeared Out Of Nowhere!
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Lecture 3: Signing & Sealing
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Sealing
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Digging Deeper
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Hearing Protection
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Tool Safety
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Repetitive Stress Injuries
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Special Case Use

Pitching Tool

Rondel

Gauge

Saws

Sandbags

Files (Rifflers)

Crayons

Misc

Choosing A Stone

Stone Types

Hardness

Special Concerns (toxicity and related issues)

Rough Shaping
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Final Shaping

Polishing

Sanding

Types, grades, and sources of sandpaper and polishes.
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Alternative Finishing Choices

Natural Surface

Other Sanding Techniques

Textured Surface (Frosting Tool, etc)

Signing Your Stone

Sealing

Wax

Alternative Sealers

Bases and Mounting

Felting

Base Shape, Size, and Material

Drilling

Pinning

[needs additional steps on selecting rod size, length. Perhaps this is done in the Drilling
section?]
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Aesthetics -- How Do I Decide What To Carve?
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